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English language learning: University students’ expectations regarding new curriculum

Kyoko Hayashi, Takayoshi Denawa
Department of Liberal Arts, Ryotokuji University

Abstract

The university has decided to add English Conversation and Basic English courses to the English language
learning curriculum starting 2022. However, at the time the decision on revising the curriculum was made, students’
opinion was not sought. Therefore, we used a questionnaire survey to determine the topics the students were
expecting to study and whether they were covered by the new subjects. We asked 288 first-year students about the
English subjects they expected to take, the skills they expected to acquire and develop, their interest in English
language learning, among others. The results revealed that 33.8% of the students expected to improve their speaking
skills and 20.3% of them wanted to learn basic English grammar. Therefore, the implementation of the English
Conversation and Basic English courses would be desirable.

Keywords: English-language teaching, needs analysis, medical English, elective subject, required subject
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