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Conceptionalizing of “ethics” as alternatives to “moral education as special subject”

Hisao Ikeya
Center for Liberal Arts Educaiton, Rytokuji University

Abstract

Instead of the “moral time” that has been established specially as no subject since 1958, a new subject "moral
education as special subject” (hereinafter called“moral education”) was established in the new course of study
curriculum guidance in 2017. The purpose of this study is to conceptualize “ethics” as alternatives of “moral
education”. Firstly, we clarify that this "moral education" has difficulties to respond to the various ethical issue, while
ensuring children's autonomy and diverse values in today's value pluralistic-democratic society. Then we examine
critically whether the conceptions presented during this time as alternatives to “moral education” can overcome
such difficulties. Finally, by comparing the course of study curriculum of the “ethics” in Berlin and the “practical
philosophy” in Nordrhein-Westfalen in Germany with the "moral education" in Japan, we outline the conception of
the "ethics" instead.

Keywords: “moral education as special subject”, moral, ethics, value pluralistic-democratic society
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