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Abstract

Purpose : The purpose of this study was to identify the characteristics of the multidisciplinary nursing practice
perceived by the nursing students. The study was carried out by comparing the ideas that the students had with the
multidisciplinary collaboration model established by Yoshiike, et al.

Method : The 82 third-year nursing students at a university were assigned to write about “Multidisciplinary
Collaboration.” The written assignments were collected for the analysis; then, the KH-coder, a text mining
software, was utilized to search the relevant terms. Result : The analysis revealed the following five elements
about the concept of the multidisciplinary collaboration model. The 41.5% of the students agreed with having the
same purpose. The 96.3% of them believed the advantages of the multi-disciplinary approach and their professional
responsibilities. The 20.7% of the students acknowledged keeping the mutual relationships of the respective roles
and responsibilities. The 93.9% of them confirmed the importance of Information sharing. The 36.6% of the

students recognized maintaining the continuous interactive relationships. Although having the “Agreement with
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the same purpose” was the most crucial element in the collaboration, it was notable that less than a half of the
students expressed its significance. The result suggested that the value of the importance might be emphasized in the
future learning opportunities. Discussions & Conclusion : The students might have difficulties in understanding
the concept. It might be essential that the students needed to be taught differently when the concept of the
multidisciplinary collaboration was introduced. Especially, the “agreeing with the same purpose”, “keeping the
mutual relationships of the respective roles and responsibilities” and “continuing interactive relationships”, these
three elements might be required more creativity in teaching. At the same time, it was necessary to recognize that the
multidisciplinary collaboration might not be always beneficial to the nursing practice.

Keywords: nursing students, multidisciplinary collaboration, information sharing, education on collaboration
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