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Literature review on a supportive role of the hospital nurses for the individuals

with cancers to become employed

Kazuko Ohtori”, Midori Saitou"
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to verify that working would benefit the individuals with cancers to improve the
self-care management . While the individuals receiving the cancer treatments, the nurses could take a significant role
for them to be employed. The keywords such as cancer, working support and nursing were searched by accessing
the web version of the Central Medical Magazine. The selection of the literature was limited to the context of the
employment for the individuals with cancers reinforced by the nurses. The 26 articles were reviewed and they were
divided into two categories. One was consisted of thel9 articles of "Survey research for employment support for the
individuals with cancers". The other category included seven articles of "Study on practice of employment support
by the nurses". As a result, the individuals with cancers encountered various distress and difficulties in balancing
both treatment and employment. However, the individuals with employment developed higher abilities for self-care
management skills than those who did not hold the employment. The study seemed to suggest that being employed

would improve the abilities of self-care. The challenge was for the nurses to recognize that the improvement of the
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self-care management skills would depend upon holding the employment. In summary, this type of research would
be continuously carried out so that it could encourage the employment support inside and outside the hospitals.
Further, the support would be required to be tailored to each individual with the cancer in collaboration with the
multiple professionals.

Keywords : cancer patients, Employment support, nurses
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