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Identifying risk factors of the dropout in the students at the Department of Judo therapy
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Abstract

Because the dropout rate has been high in the Department of Judo Therapy and Sports Medicine, we need to take
preventive measures from the early stages of the school enrollment to lower the rate. Therefore, The objective of the
present study was to identify the risk factors related to the dropout by analyzing class attendance of 1st-year judo
therapist specialization course, lst-year grade point average (GPA), and the result of the English placement test in
the students enrolled in the department from academic years of 2013 to 2016. We first divided the students into three
categories: the graduated group (n=266), the early dropout group (n=25), and the late dropout group (n=31). We

then compared the Ist-year course attendance, 1st-year GPA, and the placement test between the three groups. In
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the present result, the dropout student demonstrated lower values in all the categories than the graduated groups did.
The result also suggests that the students at high risk of early dropout have remarkably low motivation towards judo
therapy, leading to lower academic outcomes. We may need to pay more attention to these variables to effectively
screen the students at high risk of dropout to decrease the department's student dropout rate.
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