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Simulated public health education for the nursing students in the Covid-19

-Changing the municipal off-campus clinical training to the on-campus training-
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Department of Nursing , Faculty of Health Sciences, Ryotokuji University '’

Abstract

The nursing lectures were provided through the online during the first half of the 2020 academic year due to the
COVID-19. Although the community clinical training for the public health nursing qualification was postponed, the
training was held on-campus while the infection control measures were thoroughly implemented.

The third-year (junior) nursing students presented the online lecture for the regional assessment for the public
health nursing management theory. The contents were created as if they were actually in the district training site.
The regional health issues were identified from this educational training. As a result, a series of procedures were
created and implemented; the experiences were accumulated for the online education. Moreover, the plans for the
evaluation and guidelines were simulated. The students had the opportunity to become aware of what they were
required to protect the health of the residents as the public health nurses. The students also attained a sense of

accomplishment through their experiences.
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On the contrary, the on-campus training has the limitation for the actual hands-on experiences with using various
equipment, understanding the psychosocial family dynamics and resolving the conflicts that could be unique to the
clinical training field. The infectious diseases were currently serious concerns as the emergency management. The
nursing schools could not sufficiently offer such a training in the classroom environment. In summary, the students
and faculties had valuable experiences through this online health education. It would be beneficial to apply the
lessons learned to the future educational opportunities for the public health nursing students.

Keywords : Health education, Public health nurse education, Online lessons, COVID-19
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