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An analysis of the functions and meanings of have a big mouth

Takayoshi Denawa
Center for Liberal Arts Education, Ryotokuji University

Abstract

Many dictionaries observe that the English phrase iave a big mouth has mainly two meanings: “to talk too much”
and “to be bad at keeping secrets”. The purpose of this study is to demonstrate that those descriptions are not accurate
and that the phrase can be open to interpretation depending on the context, using corpora. This study also shows
how important it is to understand the fundamental meaning of the phrase, which is “to express displeasure with what
someone said”, when learners translate it into Japanese.
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I. IEU®IC

HeiklZit have abigmouth £\ ) 7L —A03H 5 HRFEICOE v I AL W) RHBH L7200, 2h
LE—MHLTLIVALTH LD, EAFRZFIC L L) TR RVEV) ZEVTDE . LPLIDT
L= X200 TOREERRB ISR Tt 2 R TB Y |, EBROMM 2 EMEICRE L Tw b LIdF vy . AR
Tl a3 =732 1% T have a big mouth &\ 9 7 L — X # BEREHI M VBRI 2 2 5003 5 . I—I%Z
DEP & MADOFEETLR E DL EITV, 20T L — ADFOKRE L B ZHMEICT 5 2 EBARIEDH
HTH5 .

I. ARFEREFERT—4

1 — /% Z (% British National Corpus © (A% BNC & i) & Corpus of Contemporary American English i (24
% COCA L #it) w7z EFEIIZNZI BNC 5596, COCA » 5636 TH L . T bDFERINI
have big mouths D & ) ZBEILOF b FEN TS . 72, FAEPAMUADOD DIEFZA TR, BHIZ
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“In conversation and informal writing, we often use the double form have got... Note that have got means exactly the
same as have in this case...” V (REFL L 2T 7-FHEFHETIE, LidLid havegot £\ 9) “HEEZHWAS ... C
D354 have got (X have E &L H UERTH S L) T LIZHEE ) , U “The weak form of have in I've
got is so quiet that it is often not heard at all; and people are beginning to say / got instead of I've got.” 2 (I've got
IZBF % have DEFILIZE THHIL , LIFLIFELHIZ W . ZLTA4 X Ive got D3b N IZ T got & F
IEICH-oTETVS ) GHIRIIFEHEIZL D) D) | have/ have got / got ICK X ZEWIT RV D &
LTH->Tw5b .

om. HEORR

Z 2T, have a big mouth (22T, 5 F AT P S FEIL [ ORI FEI OFLAB 2 RBL L , T DRLABNE
xELHs GFUIAR . KT - fPdFHEoRA0 T F)  HHFICEEEZH, 5ITHXENOFFEOIHIC
TRtk 9 % .

(a) COBUILDS (big mouth) If you say that someone is a big mouth or that they have a big mouth, you mean
that they tell other people things that should have been kept secrets. [INFORMAL, DISPROVAL]

(b) LDOCE6 (mouth) big mouth informal if someone has a big mouth, they say too much or tell another
person's secrets

(c) Merriam-Webster's (big mouth) noun, pI ~ mouths [count] informal : a person who cannot keep a secret
or who talks too much * She's a big mouth. — used in phrases that describe a person who talks too much * Be
careful of what you say around her — she has a big mouth. [=she is likely to tell other people what you said]

(d) OALDY (big) have a big mouth 1 to be bad at keeping secrets 2 to talk too much, especially about your own
abilities and achievements

(e) & —1 v 7 A2 (mouth) have a big mouth ((I1)) OAF TS, (WK - MOy LRI LhlE) X5
N L»Rb @QKRMO%7:724

(f) A—=7%=7 7 —5 (mouth) have a big mouth K CTi&Ed ; RHNRS LR5 | A0\ ]

(g) ¥—=7 A5 (mouth) have a big mouth |I HWE TdH % ; IHE

(h) 7T L v 75 (mouth) have a big [a filthy] mouth 1238 [JEWEHEZfES ]

(i) — A (mouth) have a big mouth ((B&3X)) B L £ 72 ; CIAE W

(j) 74 F2v7 26 (mouth) He has a foul [big] mouth. X175 [BL XD 7]

(k) VX F A2 (mouth) have [be] a big mouth [H)] @& ((M&=X)) B L % 72 ; I

C DX ) ICHEOREE RIUZ O 2ICERBRIH D R WA 5 L (a) ~ (d) OFERFEMIZ AT [H
BERFNLBV]E W) BRW R ERZ BT 0L EAFFR D IFE A ED[OPE W] & v iRz v,
[REE TN L) T EERLTVAD, () 720 [BLeXRD ] L) BHRLERERICE >
TWwa . Zheh, () 7ZUH [RIOE7272K], (g ZFB [IELIRETHL], (e) & () ZF2° [K
FCHT] LVIBRERTCNE I LIFEATRELTHS . CNLOFHFORBEMRICT LDOLD
DHFELITH5 .
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%1 have a big mouth DFEICH T HEKEDDOE LD
L%ﬂf\“@f%‘é %E‘I"%‘#ﬂfoﬁb\ S G Koxiz<
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U —=7 %5 @) @)
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22 O O
TA FND A6 O
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COXHTFLEDDE  [LRYVTEL] & [MELTFNEV] L) D2 have a big mouth DIEAT
LERTHALLEZAZLNTES . L2LEHFICL TR, EEoh—HLhBETwindoddbh
i, ZNUNOERABE TV E2b08H 5 . LTI —"20EFAZBIZEL , 2h o OEKRER O IE 47k

ERGEEL T\ L.
V. E%

CIZTIE, 3= ZAhS/H LN FER %I, have a big mouth DFERE L HIRO G 2479 . &b, Ih
DIREEFr O THE - 87 - HRFERIETERIZILDDTHS .
1. XZ#E ) OEKRTHL 5N 3 have a big mouth

I % C have a big mouth |22V TOFFEFE DR Z 28157225, TN HIFEMHEIL L L T have a big mouth
DEWRTH D . MIRDOZ LA 5 | have a big mouth IZIFLFHY OFE, 2F 0 [HAKEW] L) E
KHHD . ZOBROYE , EFIDIFIZTETIIBWT, ZOMDKOEN 2 4 5E L OIRIFHRTE 2.

(1) SANDRA BERNHARD IS TALL, slim, works out a lot, has good cheekbones and stunning dark eyes and skin.
But the first thing you tend to notice is her mouth. Sandra has a big mouth. (BNC)
(Y RT - N=Nn=FREFEL,MHT, X PL—=2v 72 TBY), FipHEee, LT
FELWERVWHERZ LTS . L2L, BRIICENSTHS ) LR EXOOTH L . H > P70
K&Ew )

(2) Everything about their father seemed embarrassingly excessive: he had a large arched nose, a big mouth, and
thick dark hair on his chest. (cocA)

(BRI HBDLBUIIOVWTOHHPH I LD T AL VIZEEZBE TS X ITRAR THIIKE
REHRYVOREREZOZLTOT, WICRRSESBOTIEZTH )
(3) ALEX: So how's the conversation going? RUDY: I told her I liked her hair. ALEX: That's good. RUDY: Then I

said she had a big mouth, but in a good way. ALEX: OK, enough about her looks. Talk about her personality.
(cocA)
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(TLYZ A ZNT,AHBEIBRALE? VA W OENFEZLEE 0L . TLy 7 A v
FOVTA FZNLS AP KEVRESoL BWEKRTR . 7Ly 272 XL, ko R-HIZD
W72 R ORI OWTRET A )

Z D X 9HIT, have a big mouth 2% [[2SKE V] W) LT OFRTHEDNS & 212, Ko %
IHEPEIZIET S . ZOBFFEL KT, BAHEBLE LT have a big mouth 1477 1 742 &
IREFFOZ &%, NITHED EHCHIM 2 BRI ST L E ) WigtEdrd 5 . COEMEBE L To
have a big mouth IZfER S NV X H 2, TOMDEOFM 2K TFEL M) 2 LT, [H] Lw) ko
M EFHEICLTWRE W) TEEPHEICLTWAEEZBNS . (3) TIE “inagood way &21F52
ET,HICHRAEZET VL HIIL TS,

have a bigmouth @ [I2KZ W] &) BRIZ, ZNENOHFEOERS 2> Twdp9»rb 2 & T
HY , KRLZMETE R o ThIHhbIFHEIIWE TV RVEWV)DBEHITSL . LAL, TOEKRTHE
b BYEICE, HHEBLD have a big mouth & FRfF I N W22, ZOMDEDOTA 2 K TFHE VS
NB L) ZLRFREHRFENZ L TH) , CORBIFORDBENTHLHLEFERS .

2. [@AFEH| & L TD have a big mouth
FEOB2 5 b5 58 | have abigmouth 3ZFTH V) , TORBHMTIIERNEIRTH 5720 ,
i RLTWEDPZHEIZT 5720DEERDTVIMZSENTHAZERDH S .

(4) He is well off, educated, and deciding on the direction Zimbabwe is going. However, as the artist pointed out to
me, this man has a big mouth, meaning that he talks a lot, ... (COCA)
(PEIIHME T, BEDVD Y, Y oNTZOELHANIOWTRENDHLANTHL . L LEDL, £
DEMBEDSFMIRIEL 2L 912, ZOBEBLAX) , 2D EZFHE-TLEW L)

CHIIERIZEROWMEDNETBY , 2RV GP) H50bDTHL . LT LEETOERANZIDLH T
WA, KL HIBOXNRE L5 & have a big mouth DEMRZ ML L TWAESZ RO 5Z 0 TES
WBh% . 20X HICLTEMZ L TW L L | have a bigmouth [ [ NEJIZOWTHWOLNTWAEE L,
(] IOV THWONTWAEALICKITE D Z L2 horz  EFEL S AT .

1) TNZ] 122 TP have a big mouth

CITRRZOEFE, GFENz [NE] 20T, MEPH L LM S720) , ARITE T 720 LRI
b5 have a big mouth TH 2 . TOWH, iiL7z [®] B0 P I dBfRs 7% < THE] 12K
ML TVD TR0 | GiE NI EEETH > TH , £ LT have a big mouth Z % &
EWTES .

(5) KOTB: You know who I heard from? SCHIRRIPA: Who did you hear it from? KOTB: Kathie Lee. SCHIRRIPA:
Kathie Lee? She's got a big mouth, that broad. (coca)
(Y b7 RDFEPSE NG00 T2 )R HErLHVZOTT 2Ty T R Y —-
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V=TF .Y F v y— )= 2 RIEOAPENATE, HOKD )
(6) Mr-A-MARCH: Well, it does. I mean, I have a big mouth, and 1 probably said some things I shouldn't have said.
(coca)
MLA.X=F: 22, %9 CTT . 250 , REOPES T, BELEIRE TR0 200N
F5oTCLES72DTT )

(7) ‘She told me you left the station because someone arrived who could let your secrets out, and you couldn't bear

the shame.” Her eyes glittered maliciously. ‘Incidentally, that person must ave rather a big mouth, because your
shameful little secret's public knowledge there now.’ (BNC)
(MBEZIIRIC , 27T VERE RS 2D R 72OREZ IS TWREDOD 2 A0k T, Hkl
VBEORMEMAONZVPLREEFTE LA | BLROEPERE -7 [20TIZEREF, €0
ANED% ) OAPEVITENS ) FEA . 28R LHLRTZOITNED & o & LIBEIISRZI TR
BREBSTBBDTTHS )

(8) TRUMP# Pocahontas, that's Elizabeth Warren... She gets less done than anybody in the United States Senate.

She gets nothing done. Nothing passed. She's got a big mouth. (cocA)
(b YT RIRVIA, ZNDRZ)VFRZ - 74 =LV G LiE7 20 » ERigEO# L) D
2 LT JH3Md LTwniwy MHEZEL T vy BRI 7zE72)

L OFEOLBRICEOND [MELZFNEZ V] LW EKRIE, 20 THE] 122V T have a big
mouth ICEHEENZHDTHL . 2F N ZD [NE] PWEICLZTNUITNT 2N EThHo720E10, [
BNV, LW BERIZRLZDTHL . COWH, TO [NE] PRETH L0 L) MEE=F121
ROV ELOT, (7) DXHITZEOILERTHEN TN RSV (8) XHASNRT XV H &K
EKHHDO b7 v TR EBEHEBE O+ — L v K%, 50722 LA MBEHTE TV ARWE LTHHALT
WbHLDTH5 . ZZORE LTIiE, have abig mouth DIEARM L EIRE SNTWVWAI LX) T XS R
BN ] TEWEEC . ZMoFEZTPBT 0L [RO%2727:] ® [1I56KRETHL] O
HEY)TH 5 .

HFEDE) 7DF#HIZ |, you have a big mouth Z 1% 2 & T, HHIZH TR o7z TNE] IZOWTAH
BARTZENTEL . ZOYE, HFICHES BV EVI /FFLA M0 [72Eh] Evo il
P#YTHL . O LFFHFITFLRS 2. 2B, (9) 3 ETHEEZBEICIK s TWz 5 1EDICA
A HE ) BRI LTV RTH S .

(9) PEDESTRIAN-1IMALE# You are a monster. You have no business taking care of children. And don't you...
LISA-1ACTRESS2-# I'm very good at my job. PEDESTRIAN-1MALE# You have a big mouth and no brain.
(coca)
(BATHE - B BRI O W07 BN RO 2§ 28K 2 A TR . ZIUTBEHE ) ¥
) FLRoT b X BT HE - B AT kLY )

(9) TiE, VH2RELEDLLHENICE > TA->TWDEYY, 2O 7 DEH%IC you have a big mouth 2 v
HZE,FLTREEDNRSTVDLEWV) ZENHMINTH S .
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CZET, EFFEOS o7 [HE] IZOWTHEDNH 5 LKL o722 515 have a big mouth
FRTCEL . S TRYWADIZZD THEI ML V) L THE . 20 [WEIPREDOZ L THIT,
[REE TN LW BEIRICR DY, COBEKRIIH FTHANTHS . 20 [WNE] BEDIHI %
ETHENICE s THIIEDL S TL S . Lo T, [WEPFNRV] L) BRE —FMIZHKH DI3#EYT
%L, 20 [HNE] ITHLTHEENED L) ZAREZ > TR NS L TRERTLLEDND S .

2) [# ] 22T have a big mouth

have a big mouth IZFFHEDFET [H] BEVILERTILHTEXL . ZOWAE, 72 AT EVD
CEWCEENEIN, TONFIZOVTIRHALATEVWIELH D . FHTEIZVEV) 2 EZHEN
WCELTWAIZEDRSE . Ll (12) L), BIZ [XLFET) L) T eZFrEINTVWEY
HbHD HEHLEET [BLeX) ] ERLA2Y, (12) ICEHENZERIELONT, HL [BLe
XD T (10) ® (A LFRLEL25OTHY ,[GHTONVHE] Lo FKRICHBETEX S . (13)
T, HEDPICEET R B2 VE V) ZLEBRLTWDN, [EARILETHRNTIIE) ] L) X
) BEWRIFRTE 2 . ZoWa, IR CHETLHEORBIIEN DB TEIES LW,

(10) These gentlemen here have got such big mouths it's unbelievable. I wish they'd listen to other people.

(BNC)
(CHELDMEHIIELONLZVSOHVBL XD TR . HESPMMEDO ANOGHELHVwT e Bwv
ESca e

(11) An old boyfriend had told her that her mouth was generous, but she suspected it was a sneaky way of saying

she had a big mouth. (coca)
(HOR—=A 7V Y FIIELRIHELOORIFAF B LN E BT o722, HRIEZNNB LX) 2w 2
EEBIRLTW DT BV LE LT )

(12) “Real music junkies buy vinyl, and they have big mouths and will start talking about it,” says Bill Bentley,
publicist for Warner Bros. (coca)
(AHOFERIFEEILA-FZHE->T, BLeNY 2OT, TRV TEE LGOS TL R )] &7 —
F— - TIF—XDEROEN - XY FLALREVET )

(13) But what the Lourens care about most is the children they already provide foster care for. “I've always said I've
got a big mouth, and 1 will fight to get help for my children,” says Vivian. (coca)
(L2LZou—L Y 2D RBRICPT TV L0 I LT bn 2 LT [RIZH~
MTHEILE-oTEFELAL. T LTHGDO AR LOLOMITZ/RONLIHIHHIDBYTT] &
EE7 Y 3EVET )

Z ® X 9 1 have a big mouth % [ ] IZOWTOHE, BEMGERTHWONLZ LT EA LTI
HEN, Z)TELVEELH LI LG D o7 BEMIHWOLN TV ALAEIL, ThERTHESCEH
MG L TwAb . (10) Tix, “I wish they'd listen to other people” 7> 5 ADFEZH T RXOERE L2 X5 T
WHEWHIZ LR, ZOZLEERLBE STV RVEWV) ZENSGH S . (11) TiE “asneaky way 12X -
THEMNGERTH L ZEIRINTVE . — T, BENGERZFHZZVEEEIRICE I Vw72
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ZRTERDIGRE L 2w

3) [R5 Tilid] %77 have a big mouth

Mi—F —L v 7 228 A —73—=7 ¥ % — 5721 % have a big mouth DEIRE LT [KFETHT ] 225 T
WAH, RIHTIXINPIE LW E ) D2 WGEET 5 . fiamd 56125 9 &, have a big mouth 25 K Thi3 |
E ) &) BRERITHERTE 2BI3HFET 5 .

(14) After several circuits, he stopped and cupped his hands around his mouth and called out in a loud, high voice.

He listened, yelled again, and then stood waiting... “You got an awful big mouth, boy.” It was an ancient
woman, bent and gray, wearing a faded old dress and carrying a gunnysack over her shoulder.

(coca)
52 E MBI LHIED T F 2R TRESTEHCHTIFAZ  KEIHFE2EL L, FOKSEz b
I, Lo THRo Tz L [ARHBIZ) 23 v, Ui ] thidtadbelztivikeE T, Xy 782 E»
5T - AR L) DEETH 72 )

(14) @ “he” 172 SAFHL TV ERTHUMPNELH S LEHLTVEIRTHRL , MATVS
7213 7% DT, 2 2T have abigmouth (& [KFETHET] LWV BIRIFMTRETHD . o TH—L v
72D IEREICERER L L TWELEF25. L2L, COERICHMENZVIRTIE RV . 2
have a big mouth IZOW T OFFHEDEIRERETIIFE LS I ETHLHV, TNETNOEIRIIFROERTH
VW) ZETHAH . DF D have a big mouth IZF T, HEPDRESITH L TAMREEZETEHTHY |, BK
FINCEDE ) BRITEAPIE L TV L > THARERIZEDL LD TH 5 .

V. &

have a big mouth & \» %) I % FFHEOFR & IR L 2255 | kL BROM A S0 L CTE 7. ZORE,
W) OBMAERTHOOLEHERAL > TwEbO0HHT LERLIz.

L) OFREEOF) [HOFKEV] 2 wIH)TLE2RTIOTHD . ZOHH, 1ZIFLTZOMD
RO A RTESIEL TV D . ZHIEHEHEBLO have a big mouth L RF ENBWVEHICT5720T
Y, WEFEHENCDL) BHBEEMNS>TVEE WD I ERIAEHKIENI L THD .

T8 F LD have a big mouth IZFEARMIZFHEDLDFE L 722 L IOV TORPEEZRTOIfEbNR TS .
COFLZEEvI ok [HFE] & (8] LICKTAZ LN TES.

[NZE] DREIC R > TWAYE, 20 [WE] BSEIRETHRVI L THo7)  APEEGZ LI L
Thol) Lizb ) T il  #idhi: [NE] PRETHLHHEICZIEZEZETOHEIBF TV
[BEZTNRW] LW EIRIS, 20 [WE] PHTOREIIZOVTTHIRW L D0 OFEEDZEIF T
Wh [KA%272<] R TIELRE] W) ERIC, ThENBRENS . KRFLZ EIE, EAZL TH%E]
L TAREZ R L TV RO THARERIIZEDL - TL L0 2L THD . fto T, FEFICBVTIR
[ EFhewv] R [KO%727:< ] Lok E —RWICHR D RETE AL, TORBOBAEN 4
ERASBL , MR L TZDO L) RERICHR SN 22 V) FHBHITTRETH 5 .

B ('] 1ZoWTTH52, SNTHEIIHENZERTHDLNLE DL, £ THVWBDIZHITS
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TLNTED . BEMLERTHELNLZEA I ZNERTRINIELTBY , 2 SAHHT LI
WT O HERARIEZR EAVREND . BEM R EREZF72 2 WA IIIIFICIHET 2 £33 % <, have a
big mouth 2SHRTibN L . TORIZIE , FHETEIL VW E W) T EIZHUDELN, [GET O & |
NFTIMTLEI] Lok HICHETE S .

PLE , have a big mouth D 7347 % BEHE & BEROTHI 2> H kA Tz Mix RFEF A ST LI LICE) , 20k
BUIFEEART LD BIAVEKRTHEDNTE Y , TOMKRY R ERIGHEIOFS I L TAPREE KT S
ETHBHLEVH)ZEEHLR2IIL, o THROFHFLARTIIMAZ LY o TVB LT TATHTHS
CLERL. CORHOMAN L ERE TTRAB L, 2ORISHPCHEBNIS DR E W7 )05
BEWCESTIHERTHE . ZH)THILTHEHEBE, FFBEPMEARIE LT 2002 H L, Th
IR U CHERBRATELLEEZD .

p=3
/.
i CTRIFICEFI—ADZ L THY , SiETMOLDICEBLIN-SEERHZERLZDOT
H ABEOERHERETHAIET, FNOZ2ELRM TA TAE =L BRELEZFERLTLN

(v

o §F

i HEEEITHAELWELEEITHHEOUSHEEDP S 254 F) APFHED I —/3 X |
i 19904E % H20174EDH OBULT X 1) A G S 5 T —I8 A

5 A3k
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