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Activities of school counselors: Recognition and expectations of local governments

Kazuyuki Hashimoto

Center of Liberal Arts Education, Ryotokuji University

Abstract

This study analyzes how a school counselor is defined, how they are recognized for their actual activities, and
what is expected from local governments by reviewing reports and statistics of a city (City X) which independently
incorporated a school counselor system. These reports are publicly available, and the records include conference
minutes by the board of education and the city council.

After analyzing the non-restrictive material (consultation statistics by schools and conference minutes of the city
council and the board of education) , the following three aspects were expected of school counselors: 1) to not limit
their operation to individual counseling in the counseling room; 2) to coordinate and cooperate with other faculty
and outside resources; and 3) to conduct a wide range of activities based on the assumption that school counselors
have diverse knowledge and judgment. In other words, school counselors are expected to converse with students
outside the counseling room, make assessments, conduct training workshops, and provide advice to faculty in the
entire school.

Keywords: school counselors, consultation statistics, the city council, the board of education
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