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Comparison of the view of life and death between nursing students and citizens
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Abstract

In Japan, which faces issues of a super-aged society, nurses play vital roles in attending patients' deathbed and therefore
are required to enhance their nursing skills in end-of-life care. This study aims to compare the changes that occurred to
nursing students and citizen in terms of their views towards death after they watched a documentary film on death. We
conducted a questionnaire, which was made based on a death perspective scale, to 22 nursing students at a university and
26 citizens. The result shows that their views towards death were changed to some extent by the opportunity of vicariously
facing death and thinking it over. It is also shown that they also came to view death positively rather than only paying
attention to negative aspects of death.
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