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Thoughts on the Notions of “Kazaru” (to decorate with) and “Ikeru” (to give life to)

in Presenting Ikebana.

Gaho Taniguchi
Faculity of Arts, Ryotokuji University

Abstract

In the traditional Japanese art of ikebana, two terms, “ikeru” and “kazaru” have frequently been used. However,
when looking at the actual artwork, and written and verbal comments, it is apparent that the usage of these terms
continues to be somewhat vague. By referring to related materials and the experiences of actul artists, I would like
to clarify the problems related to these two terms and therefore reconsider the direction of ikebana into the future.
Through this reconsideration, I would like to provide some suggestions for the people related to ikebana and its
criticism.
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